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SUMMARY 
 

In March 2023, IU Health will replace Braden Q with Braden QD (BQD) as our 
risk-assessment tool for pediatric patients at risk for pressure-related injuries 
due to immobility and medical devices. 

 

Why is This Important? 
• The Braden QD has been shown to be a more reliable scale in 

predicting pressure injury risk in a wide range of ages from premature 
infants to age 21 years.   

• The Braden QD includes our NICU preemies & cardiac defect patient 
population.   

• Providers can use this score to prioritize potential harm related to 
pressure injuries in their pediatric patients. 

 

What Has Changed? 

Highlights 

• Nursing will input the Braden QD 
Skin Assessment score into the 
I/O Flowsheet in Cerner each shift 
for inpatients aged 17 and 
younger, systemwide. 

• The “D” in Braden QD stands for 
Devices.  

• The higher the Braden QD score, 
the higher the associated risk. 

• A patient is at risk with a score 
>13. 

 
 
The “Braden QD Pressure Injury 
Assessment Tool” module has been 
added to your learning plan through 
the CPAPE website. This education is 
not required but serves as a resource 
for your practice. The module will 
include assessment components, 
downloadable resources, and 
interactive case scenarios. 
 
 
 
For more information, please reach 
out to Mara Nitu, MD, MBA 
Chief Medical Officer, 
Riley Children’s Health 
Professor of Clinical Pediatrics 
mnitu2@iuhealth.org 
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Braden QD Device List, 2023: 
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