Your patients are watching. Be a role model for patient safety.
Use appropriate PPE.
In June, a Joint Commission (JC) surveyor found physicians and team members with untied gowns,
exposed hair around skullcaps, and exposed beards during procedural observation. These findings are
associated with potential pathogen transmission to you and your patients. Not using appropriate PPE,
resulted in a conditional level citation requiring immediate correction and potentially affects hospital
licensure if not mitigated.
This also triggered a CMS unannounced, one-day re-survey to assure compliance (July 22 and August 2,
2019).
If you are performing a procedure, the appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) must be worn
correctly and at all times.











Facial hair including sideburns and neckline will be covered with a standard, disposable bouffant
or hood-style cover.
Scalp hair will be covered by a clean, low lint surgical head cover or hood that confines all hair
and skin. Cloth hats and are to be laundered daily. Cloth hats and skull caps must be covered by
a disposable paper hat in the semi-restricted and restricted areas.
Masks must cover the mouth and nose completely and be secured to prevent venting from the
sides. Masks are not to hang around the neck and should be removed when exiting the OR suite.
Masks must be changed at a minimum between cases or when soiled.
Protective eye wear, including goggles, eyeglasses with side shields, masks with an eye shield,
or chin length face shields will be worn when scrubbed in or whenever eye, mouth, or nose
contamination can be reasonably anticipated as a result of splashes, sprays, or splatter of bodily
fluids or blood.
Gowns will be secured by tying the strings from both sides together at the neck and waist.
Gloves must be worn when contact with blood/body fluids is anticipated. Hand hygiene should
be performed before and after glove use.
Shoe covers will be worn in restricted areas of the surgical suite when gross contamination can
reasonably be anticipated.

For more information on this, read the following (you may need to hold down the control key on the key
board when clicking on the link):
CDC's Recommendations for Appropriate Donning & Removing of PPE
Dress Code: Perioperative Practice Domain policy
Standard and Transmission-Based Isolation Precautions policy

